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Writing Progression for vocabulary, grammar and punctuation:  EYFS and Key Stage 1 
EYFS 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

• gross motor skills 

• fine motor skills 

• correct pencil grip 

• Introduce writing in 
phonics 

• begin to write letters 
using the correct 
sequence of movements 

• pencil grip 

• write own name 

• be able to spell some 
CVC words e.g dog, leg, 
shop 

• attempt to spell 
unfamiliar words using 
phoenetic strategy 

• being to write simple 
labels, captions and 
sentences 

• begin to use capital 
letters and full stops to 
punctuate a sentence 

• begin to write simple 
narratives and recounts 

• begin to use some story 
languages such as “once 
upon a time” 

• dictate and invent own 
composition 

• begin to think about 
what to write ahead of 
writing 

Continuous provision for writing 
inside and outside Fine motor activities - threading, beads, nuts and bolts, peg boards, stickers Gross motor activities - rollers, balls, climbing equipment, writing tools - paintbrushes pens, 
pencils, marker pens, paper etc Tuff tray activities - shaving foam, flour, 
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Pupils should be taught to:  
develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by:  

• leaving spaces between words  

• joining words and joining clauses using and  

• beginning to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop, 
question mark or exclamation mark  

• using a capital letter for names of people, places, the days of the week, and 
the personal pronoun ‘I’  

• learning the grammar for year 1 in English Appendix 2  

• use the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 in discussing their 
writing.  

 

Pupils should be taught to:  
develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by:  

• learning how to use both familiar and new punctuation correctly (see 
English Appendix 2), including full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, 
question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for contracted forms and 
the possessive (singular)  

learn how to use:  

• sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, 
command  

• expanded noun phrases to describe and specify [for example, the blue 
butterfly]  

• the present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the 
progressive form  

• subordination (using when, if, that, or because) and co-ordination (using or, 
and, or but)  

• the grammar for year 2 in English Appendix 2  

• some features of written Standard English  

• use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 in 
discussing their writing.  
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 Pupils should be taught to recognise sentence boundaries in spoken sentences 
and to use the vocabulary listed in English Appendix 2 (‘Terminology for pupils’) 
when their writing is discussed.  
Pupils should begin to use some of the distinctive features of Standard English 
in their writing. ‘Standard English’ is defined in the Glossary.  

The terms for discussing language should be embedded for pupils in the course 
of discussing their writing with them. Their attention should be drawn to the 
technical terms they need to learn.  
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Regular plural noun suffixes –s or –es [for example, dog, dogs; wish, wishes], 
including the effects of these suffixes on the meaning of the noun  
Suffixes that can be added to verbs where no change is needed in the spelling 
of root words (e.g. helping, helped, helper)  
How the prefix un– changes the meaning of verbs and adjectives [negation, for 
example, unkind, or undoing: untie the boat]  

Formation of nouns using suffixes such as –ness, –er and by compounding [for 
example, whiteboard, superman]  
Formation of adjectives using suffixes such as –ful, –less  
(A fuller list of suffixes can be found on page 46 in the year 2 spelling section in 
English Appendix 1)  
Use of the suffixes –er, –est in adjectives and the use of –ly in Standard English 
to turn adjectives into adverbs  
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How words can combine to make sentences  
Joining words and joining clauses using and  

Subordination (using when, if, that, because) and co-ordination (using or, and, 
but)  
Expanded noun phrases for description and specification [for example, the blue 
butterfly, plain flour, the man in the moon]  
How the grammatical patterns in a sentence indicate its function as a 
statement, question, exclamation or command  

Te
xt

 

Sequencing sentences to form short narratives  
 

Correct choice and consistent use of present tense and past tense throughout 
writing  
Use of the progressive form of verbs in the present and past tense to mark 
actions in progress [for example, she is drumming, he was shouting]  
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 Separation of words with spaces  
Introduction to capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks 
to demarcate sentences  
Capital letters for names and for the personal pronoun I  

Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to 
demarcate sentences  
Commas to separate items in a list  
Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling and to mark singular 
possession in nouns [for example, the girl’s name]  
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letter, capital letter  
word, singular, plural  
sentence  
punctuation, full stop, question mark, exclamation mark  

noun, noun phrase  
statement, question, exclamation, command,  
compound, adjective, verb,  
suffix  
adverb  
tense (past, present)  
apostrophe, comma  

All terms in bold should be understood with the meanings set out in the Glossary 
The table shows when concepts should be introduced first, not necessarily when they should be completely understood.  It is very important, therefore, that the 
content in earlier years be revisited in subsequent years to consolidate knowledge and build on pupils’ understanding.  Teachers should also go beyond the content 
set out here if they feel it is appropriate.  
 


