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Tricksy 
numbers! 

This activity not 
only practises 
addition and 
subtraction, it also 
enables children 
to rehearse the 
pairs of numbers 
which add to 99, 
and hence the 
numbers that 
make 100. 
Having these 
number facts at 
their finger tips 
will be very useful 
this year.

What to do...
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1. Perform this trick on as many people as possible!

2. Practice first so you are really good at it! (Once you have 
practised, it is not hard!) 

	 •  Ask the person to write a number between 51 and 100 
– they must NOT show you! E.g. they write 69.

	 •  Take a small piece of paper and write a number 
between 10 and 50 on it. You do NOT show them, but you tell 
them you are magically writing the answer they will get! E.g. 
you write 34 on your piece of paper.

	 •  In your head, take the number you wrote from 99, say 
the answer aloud and ask your victim to add that number to 
their number.  99 – 34 = 65  Ask them to add 65 to their 
number. E.g. 69 + 65 = 134.

	 •  Tell your victim to take the left-hand digit off their 
number and add it to the units.  134, take the ‘1’ and add to 
the ‘4’ gives 35.  

	 •  The victim must now take their answer away from the 
number they first thought of!  This is the number written on 
your piece of paper – you give it to them still folded!   69 – 35 
= 34.

3. Can you work out why this works?

4. Play with some easy numbers to spot some patterns… 

I'm choosing my 
secret spy number 

which is  72.

Okay that's a good 
number. Now add 52 

to it please.

99 - 47 = 52

52 + 72 = 124

1  2  4

1 + 4 = 5

Gives them 25

72 - 25 = 47!


