


 What does the new Early Years Curriculum 
look like? 

 Identify the key differences between the old 
and new curriculums 

 Changes to assessment 

 Identify how the changes impact on the 
children and school 

 Consider the implications for parents 

 



 “The reformed Early Years Foundation Stage 
Framework (EYFS), which will come into effect 
from September 2012, has been published. It 
builds on the independent advice of Dame Clare 
Tickell. Local authorities are asked to respond to 
the challenge Clare Tickell set to reduce 
paperwork and bureaucracy for professionals and 
enable them to focus more strongly on the areas 
of learning most essential for children's healthy 
development. The new framework is designed to 
support that. It will simplify assessment at age 
five, reduce the early learning goals from 69 to 
17, and provide for earlier intervention for 
children who need extra help.” DfE website 





 quality and consistency in all early years settings, 
so that every child makes good progress and no 
child gets left behind;  

 a secure foundation through learning and 
development opportunities which are planned 
around the needs and interests of each individual 
child and are assessed and reviewed regularly;  

 partnership working between practitioners and 
with parents and/or carers;  

 equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory 
practice, ensuring that every child is included 
and supported.  

 

 



 2011 EYFS had six areas of learning  
◦ Personal Social and Emotional Development 

◦ Communication, Language and Literacy 

◦ Problem Solving Number and Reasoning 

◦ Knowledge and Understanding of the World 

◦ Physical Development 

◦ Creative Development 

 

Some have more than one part to them. Each part has nine 
levels, 1 -3 Nursery, 4 – 8 Reception, 9 working beyond  

 

Each having equal weighting  

 

 

 



New EYFS 

The prime areas begin to 
develop quickly in 
response to relationships 
and experiences, and 
run through and support 
learning in all other areas. 
The prime areas continue 
to be fundamental 
throughout the EYFS. 
• The specific areas 
include essential skills 
and 
knowledge. They grow out 
of the prime areas, 
and provide important 
contexts for learning 



Characteristics of Effective 
Learning 

Area of Learning and 
Development 

 Playing and exploring – 
engagement 
◦ Finding out and exploring 
◦ Playing with what they know 
◦ Being willing to ‘have a go’ 

 

 Active learning – motivation 
◦ Being involved and 

concentrating 
◦ Keeping trying 
◦ Enjoying achieving what they 

set out to do 

 
 Creating and thinking 

critically – thinking 
◦ Having their own ideas 
◦ Making links 
◦ Choosing ways to do things 

 Prime Areas 
◦ Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 
◦ Physical Development Moving 

and handling 
◦ Communication and Language 

Listening and attention 
 

 Specific areas 
◦ Literacy Reading 
◦ Mathematics Numbers 
◦ Understanding the World 

People and communities 
◦ Expressive Arts and Design 



 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Making relationships 

 Self-confidence and self-awareness 

 Managing feelings and behaviour 

 Physical Development Moving and handling 

 Moving and handling 

 Health and self-care 

 Communication and Language Listening and 
attention 

 Listening and attention 

 Understanding 

 Speaking 

 

 



 Literacy Reading 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 Mathematics Numbers 
 Numbers 

 Shape, space and measure 

 Understanding the World People and communities 
 People and communities 

 The world 

 Technology 

 Expressive Arts and Design 
 Exploring and using media and materials 

 Being imaginative 

 



 Staff under the 2011 EYFS compiled a learning 
journal and completed a highlighted grid 
tracking the progress against the 69 Early 
Learning Goals. 

 Under the New 2012 EYFS the staff continue to 
compile a learning journal. At the end of 
reception staff are required to complete a simple 
tick sheet for 17 statements to indicate if a child 
is Emerging, Expected or Exceeding. In addition 
staff are required to write a few lines about the 
children’s characteristics of learning. 

 This is shared with the parents and Year 1 
teacher. 



 Emerging 
◦ Children who are not able to demonstrate that they 

have met the expected targets. 

 Expected 
◦ Met the targets for the end of Reception 

 Exceeding 
◦ Children exceeding the expected targets 

◦ This equates to children working at Level 1/2 on 
the National curriculum. 



 Of course not!  

 Children are required to be assessed at the 
age of 2 (2 years 0 day – 2 year 364 days). 

 While schools are only required to complete 
the end of Reception assessment for data 
analysis, schools are required to show 
progression made by the children.  
Something we fully agree.  There is left up to 
each individual school to devise their own 
system. 



 This is a document contains approximately 
400 individual statements split into 6 
different age categories over 39 pages 
 

 Birth – 11 months 
 8 – 20 months 
 16 – 26 months 
  22 – 36 months 
 30 – 50 months 
 40 – 60+ months 





 These are useful for helping to track the 
children’s progress. 

 The younger the child academically the 
greater the emphasis is put onto the prime 
areas targeting the foundation skills which 
others can be built upon. 

 As the children progress the emphasis shifts 
more to the specific skills. 

 Statements can only be highlighted when they 
have been seen during independent 
exploration on more that one occasion. 



 Children in the Nursery are taught lesson 
based around a given theme, children are 
encouraged to participate in set activities. 

 Learning is built around the ideas of the 
children. 

 Children in Reception are older and often at a 
higher academic level. Here the focus 
changes to more structured activities where 
the children are required to complete a set 
task and begin to become prepared for 
school life. 



 partnership working between practitioners 
and with parents and/or carers;  

 The school are keen parents to be involved in 
the children’s learning. 

 Ofsted will be looking for signs of parental 
involvement. 

 This does not mean we will be asking you to 
create a learning journal for your child and 
assessing them against the same criteria. 



 The school has always had good relationships 
with the parents and this is something that 
we are keen to continue. 

 The Development Matter Statement sheets 
and Learning Journals will be shared with the 
parents at parents evenings. 

 



 Notify the school of what your child does at 
home, counting, adding with money, mixing 
ingredients, etc. 

 Bring in examples of things they have done at 
home, photographs, comments the children have 
made, etc.  These will be added to the children’s 
portfolios. 
 

 The pieces of evidence may or may not impact on 
the Development Matter Statement highlighting 
sheets.  
◦ Please be aware that children respond differently when 

they have 1 to 1 time, group time and through exploring 
independently 


