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INTRODUCTION 

In Westcott Church of England School, Religious Education plays an important role in supporting the 
Christian ethos of the school.  Religious Education reflects the values that are held, and promotes 
understanding of, people of all faiths and none.  Religious Education contributes to the overall 
development of our pupils from all backgrounds and traditions.   

ABOUT THE POLICY  

Religious Education at Westcott Church of England School (VA) is firmly rooted in the basic 
principles of Christianity.  Whilst the Oxford Diocesan Scheme for Religious Education is the basis of 
our schemes of work, our approach is ecumenical and inclusive, such that children of all faiths and 
no faith, are encouraged to reflect on what might be learnt from religion, in the light of their own 
beliefs and experiences. 
 
Rationale: 

Religious Education should enable pupils to consider and respond to important questions related to 
their own spiritual development, the development of values and attitudes, and fundamental 
questions concerning the meaning and purpose of life.  Religious Education builds on the foundation 
of our Christian Values. 
 
Purpose of Religious Education: 

The purpose of Religious Education is to teach children about the religious and non-religious world-
views that they will encounter in modern Britain and enable them to engage in meaningful and 
considered dialogue with those of all faiths and none.  This is religious literacy. Therefore, the aims 
of RE in our school are: 

 To enable pupils to know about and understand Christianity as a living faith that influences he 
lives of people worldwide and as the religion which has most shaped British culture and 
heritage 

 To enable pupils to know about and understand other world religions and world views and their 
impact on society, culture and the wider world 

 To enable pupils to consider and express their own ideas and insights 

 To contribute to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils and their own 
spiritual and philosophical convictions 

 To develop a positive attitude towards other people, respecting their right to hold different 
beliefs from their own and towards living in a society of diverse religions  

 To encourage tolerance and respect for other cultures and faiths. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Guidelines 
 

 The Religious Education curriculum at Westcott Church of England School follows the Oxford 
Diocesan Scheme via a two-year cycle in sympathy with the Locally Agreed Syllabus as agreed 
by the governors.  Christianity is taught in every year group, with key concepts revisited on a 
spiral curriculum.  Approximately 2/3rds of the time is devoted to Christianity.  Other religions 
are covered according to the syllabus: Judaism in KS1; Islam, Hinduism & Sikhism in KS2 

 The time dedicated to Religious Education is separate to the time given to Collective Worship.   

 The total time for Religious Education is between 5% and 10%, and it is taught in dedicated 
lessons or cross-curricular settings as appropriate.  In KS1 this will amount to approximately 36 
hours per year; in KS2 this rises to 45 hours per year. [An outline of the topics is on the school 
website] 

 Religious Education is taught using an enquiry-based approach, that is challenging and robust. 

 In Nursery/Reception, RE is taught through the prime and specific areas of the statutory 
framework for EYFS. 

 Learning will be organised to encourage the development of attitudes such as self-awareness, 
respect for all, open-mindedness, appreciation and wonder, as well as providing opportunities 
to engage with the appropriate strands of the British Values agenda.   

 All faiths will be treated respectfully and opportunities will be made to engage in age-
appropriate, meaningful discussion.  Where possible, pupils will encounter believers and visit 
places of worship. 

 A variety of resources, styles, and techniques will be used, as appropriate, to enable all children 
to make progress in RE regardless of their starting points, ability or background.  

 All children’s learning needs are provided for, through effective differentiation.  

 Assessment procedures will follow those of the Oxford Diocesan Scheme and be in line with the 
assessment process in foundation subjects.  Students will engage in a variety of activities which 
will also enable teachers to assess what they have learnt.   Records kept will include 
information on pupils’ experiences and judgements about their attainment and progress, as 
well as being used to inform planning. 

 Children should have maximum opportunities to write for their intended purpose. Printed 
Learning Objectives are to be stuck in to the child’s book for each lesson. 

 The terms of reference from the SIAMS toolkit and self-evaluation will be considered when 
evaluating the provision of Religious Education and staff CPD will be planned accordingly. 

 Religious Education is an entitlement for all pupils regardless of their ability or their own 
particular religious or other beliefs.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Guidelines (continued…) 
 

 Pupils may be withdrawn from Religious Education or part of Religious Education by a parent or 
guardian; teachers can exercise their right to withdraw from teaching the subject.   However, 
we hope that all parents and teachers will feel comfortable with the type of Religious Education 
being taught at this school.  Parents who wish to withdraw their children must provide written 
notification to this effect and provide suitable activities for their children.  The school will keep 
pupils safe but will not provide any work or reading material for pupils who have been 
withdrawn. 

 Staff are advised to be mindful of sensitivity when exploring and learning about different 
religions and it is the responsibility of School Leadership to advise Visitors and Guides on visits 
that whilst we take part in exploring first hand aspects of another religion, we cannot ask the 
children to take part in acts of worship of other faiths. 

 Resources are held centrally, in topic boxes [Christianity, Judaism. Muslim and Hinduism].  
There are also some books and artefacts held in staff/classrooms.  A list of resources is available 
as an electronic copy.  Understanding Christianity is an available resource online to all staff. 

 Please refer to Assessment.  Marking, Equal opportunity, British values, SEND and Equality and 
Diversity Policies for further information relating to this Policy. 
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