
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

2017-2018 Newsletter No. 6 – May 2018 
 

1. School Facebook  
At Westcott School we are always looking at ways to improve our communication with parents.  The school will 
be piloting a private Facebook Account initially for parents of Upper Key Stage 2 for the Residential Trip.  Here the 
school will be able communicate with parents and let them know what activities their children have been 
undertaking. 
 
It is anticipated that following this pilot stage parents from the remainder of the school will able to join the 
Westcott CE School Group on Facebook. 
 
More information and forms will follow shortly. 
 
2. Reporting Absence 
Please can we remind parents/carers who may not be familiar with this, that the school office should be 
contacted by 9.30am on the first day their child is absent and subsequent days if they were expected to return to 
school.  This can be done via email or by leaving a message on our absence telephone line. 
 
The school’s policy is to let the office know and not the classroom teachers.  Morning registration is a very busy 
time and the classroom staff cannot be expected to get a message to the office.  Absences that are not reported 
to the office may be recorded as unauthorised.  Unauthorised absences are reported to Bucks County Council on 
a termly basis and may result in fines being issued.  The school does not authorise holidays, birthday day-outs or 
one-off treats for children; these are automatically marked as unauthorised.  If you are unsure, please check with 
the school office to establish which type of absence maybe authorised. 
 
The school office should also be notified of any early/late collection requirements, for safety reasons the 
child/children will need to be signed out and therefore just informing the teacher is not sufficient. 
 
3. Staffing update 
It is with great sadness that we have to say goodbye to Mr Scanlon at the end of this week (Friday 25 May) as he 
departs for ventures new at Waddesdon Village Primary School.  Mr Scanlon has been a caring, comical, kind-
hearted member of our team these past 4 years and was instrumental is setting up the before school breakfast 
club - he will be surly missed.  Mrs Ferguson will be taking over supervising Breakfast Club going forward. 

Changes this year to the budget formula have been unkind to small schools with many of us set to be worse off 
than had previously been anticipated.  Added to this has been the low birth rate for children in Reception Year for 
September.  This has been felt hardest in the North of Buckinghamshire where many of the schools have not been 
able to fill the number of available places at their school.   

As a result of this Westcott CE School has had to look at all aspects of the staffing and restructure in order to 
minimise the disruption to the school, ensuring that sufficient staff are in place to meet the needs of all children.  
The Governing Board had looked into the issue both from saving money, but also generating additional income. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Governing Board felt that in order to maximise the number of potential places available to the school they 
would increase our Published Admissions Number (PAN) from 13 to 15.  This would result in the maximum 
number of children in given year group rising to 15. Maximum class size of 30.  The admission number for Nursery 
will remain at 10. 

This will have a positive impact on the amount of income generated moving forward. 

The school has been advertising the fact that we have spaces available in our Early Years, which has resulted in a 
number of potential parents visiting the school in recent weeks.  The reason for the school seeking to do this is 
that the feedback from visitors as to why they had not initially applied was that they were unaware of there being 
a school in Westcott.  Something we are looking to rectify in this coming year. 

While we have managed on a very tight budget for a number of years, this year has seen the school needing to 
look at our existing members of staff and the need to make redundancies. Something many other local schools 
are facing.  As a result of this, the school will not be replacing Mr Scanlon after half term.  His workload and 
support will be provided by the existing staff.  At the end of the academic year, we will also be saying goodbye to 
Mrs Kemp who has provided the school with much needed stability in our KS1 class.  Miss Hunter the music 
specialist will be leaving at the end of the academic year with the class teachers picking up music as part of their 
planning.  After 3 years of upskilling the staff, Mr Giles will be reducing his time at the school to 1 day a week.  
This will allow the staff to put into place the skills that they have learned from Mr Giles.  We are very grateful for 
the fantastic job he has done and the confidence he has provided the staff with, especially the new sports. 

4. Parking  
While the school is looking to increase our PAN to 15 we are conscious of the ongoing battle that residents and 
parents have with parking around the school.  The school have been notified of several near collisions involving 
parents parking and driving irresponsibly near the close proximity of the school.  Please refer to the school’s 
Parent Parking and Transport Promise that can be located on the school website under the policies tab or by 
clicking on the following link. http://www.westcott.bucks.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Parking-
Transport-Promise.pdf .  The school is looking to work with the local community, Parish Councillors and County 
Councillors to address this situation. 

5. Thank you from the school  
Back in March the PFA held a Pie and Mash event in Ashendon.  It was great to see an event held in another part 
of our catchment as this helped to raise awareness of the school and the work that the PFA do for the school.  The 
event was a huge success raising over £1,200.  Thank you to all involved. 

A massive thank you goes from all of the school to Green Retreats for their kind donation of the new Education 
Room, located at the back of the school.  Thanks also go to Nick Cutler for connecting electricity to the building. 
The additional space has been put to good use and is in constant use by the children and staff for small 
group/individual work as well as meetings. 
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6. Sun Cream 
I would like to thank the parents who raised a query with the school regarding the use and reapplication of sun 
cream.  The point was raised by a few parents as children in particular that attend swimming will find that the 
chlorine in the pool is likely to wash off the sun cream. They therefore asked if the school could allow the children 
to keep this at school and allow the children to reapply themselves.  A very valid point and as a parent I can fully 
appreciate. 

Unfortunately, the school has very strict rules and procedures that we have to follow.  Only staff that have 
completed the ‘Supporting Pupils in School with medical conditions’ are allowed to administer prescribed 
medication.  In order for any medication to be administered by trained staff or self-administered by a child; the 
medication must be prescribed (labelled), in date and the correct paperwork completed.  Please note that some 
children have allergies to certain sun creams and this is another reason why we are not allowed to have them in 
school.  This means that despite this being a very valid point the school’s hands are tied with this and therefore in 
order for the school to administer or allow self-administration the sun cream would need to be prescribed. 

To help prevent the children catching the sun during the day, I would recommend that the children wear clothing 
that will give them further protection from the sun e.g. long sleeved tops and sunhats. 

7. End of Year Performances 
On Monday 16 July 2018, the children in KS2 will be taking part in their end of year performance.  As with 
previous years, this will be the main leaver’s performance for the children in Year 6 before they leave us and 
move to their new schools in Year 7.  The performance will take place at 2:00pm at St Mary the Virgin Church, 
Westcott.  The performance by children in EYs and KS1 will take place on Wednesday 18 July at 2:00pm at 
Westcott Church.  At the end of the performance, parents will be given the option to collect their children.   

 
8. Prayer Space Day 
The children took part in a Prayer Space Day on Friday 18th May.  The day was organised by Rev. Mary and was 
based on the theme of creation.  The children had the opportunity to explore different stages of the creation 
taken from the book of Genesis.   4 stations were set up across the school and church which provided 
opportunities for children to consider different ways which prayers take place.  The children had the 
opportunity to be creative choosing between painting/printing the fruits of the earth and creating a clay fish for 
the creatures of the seas.  Following this the children had time to reflect at two final stations, Land and trees as 
well as time for rest.  Here the children took part in a short activity before reflecting on the theme and writing 
short prayers. 

Lunchtime provided an opportunity for the school to come together and hold a picnic style lunch.  At the end of 
the day Rev. Mary led an act of collective worship where she brought all of the aspects of the day together. 
Sharing the children’s work and prayers.  A good day was had by all, many thanks go to Rev. Mary for arranging 
the day. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

9. Sports Day 
This year’s Sports Day will take place on Thursday 14th June at Westcott Cricket Club.  As in previous years the 
children will arrive to school for registration in their team colours, St Margaret = Red, St George = Yellow and St 
Luke = Blue.  Children will need to come to school in their PE Kit, wearing a t-shirt of the house colour.  During 
the morning the children will take part in field-based skills which take place around the cricket pitch, points will 
be awarded for skills and teamwork.  Lunch that is provided by the school will be served at Cricket Club. 
Children who bring packed lunches are encouraged to bring these in a disposable bag. 

The afternoon races will take place on the pre-marked track.  A viewing area will be reassembled in preparation 
for this.  The children will race against one another with points at the end of each race.  At the end of the races, 
points will be totalled and the sports day trophy will be awarded to the winning team.  Following the conclusion 
children will be able to be collected from the staff, any children not collected will be walked back to the school. 
Sports Day is open to all and we encourage friends and family of the children to come and watch their children 
throughout the day.  We will be looking for volunteers to help with the sports day events, overseeing the 
morning activities, distributing stickers, holding the tape and more.  If you feel that you are able to spare some 
time, please let the school office know.  In the event that the weather makes the event not possible an 
alternative day will be set.  We will keep parents fully informed. 

Please can we remind Parents to not park at the Cricket Club during Sports Day for the safety of the children. 

10. Cancelled School Trip 
It is with great sadness and regret that the school trip for Lower Key Stage 2 scheduled for 23rd May 2018 had to 
be cancelled after the voluntary contributions received from the parents meant that less than 90% of the cost 
was able to be covered and as a result the trip was deemed non-viable.  With the current financial position that 
the school is in, any money that is allocated to cover the cost of the trips is re-allocated to other resources. 

11. KS2 Rounders Festivals 
Friday 11 May saw Westcott host the Year 3 Rounders Festival with our linked schools, North Marston CE, 
Padbury CE and Twyford CE.  North Marston kindly hosted the Year 4 festival.  It was lovely to be able to travel 
to a more local venue as well as hosting the other schools at Westcott Cricket Ground.  A great morning was 
had playing rounders and making new friends.  The children in Year 5 will be taking part in the Rounders Festival 
hosted by Westcott on Friday 22 June with children in Year 6 visiting North Marston.  

12. General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
The school has been working hard to ensure that we are GDPR compliant in line with the guidelines which come 
into effect on the 25th May 2018. The school has published our GDPR Privacy Notice which can be located under 
the policies section of the school’s web or by clicking on the following tab http://www.westcott.bucks.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2018/05/GDPR-Privacy-Notice.pdf .  This clearly sets out which information the school will hold, 
why we collect it, how it is used and when/how we may share this. 

13. KS2 Swimming 
This half term the children in Lower Key Stage 2 have attended swimming lessons on a Tuesday morning at Aqua 
Vale.  Next half term this session will be extended to all children in Key Stage 2 who have yet to complete the 
minimum requirement of the swimming curriculum.  Children who have achieved this mark will not be required 
to take part in the additional swimming sessions and will remain at school. 
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14. Sunhats, Water bottles and rain coats  
Now that the weather has become warmer and more favourable on the whole, we would ask that parents 
ensure their child/ren come to school with: 

• Sun hat (Children who do not have a sun hat will not be allowed outside when the sun is at its 
highest (too warm/bright) this includes playtime, lunchtime and outdoor PE sessions. 

• Water bottle – rehydration is vital to help retain a healthy, fully functioning brain.  Please ensure 
that water bottles for consumption during the day ONLY contain water, squash can only be drunk 
at lunch. 

• Raincoat – Strange as this may seem the weather is very unpredictable and while it may be fine in 
the morning when the children arrive at school, this can easily change resulting in the children 
needing a coat to go out to play at play/lunch time. 

 
Please ensure all of the above items are clearly labelled. 
 

15. Dates 
Friday 25 May 2018 Break-up for Half Term 
Monday 04 June 2018 INSET day 
Tuesday 05 June 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Wednesday 06-08 June 2018 Yr5&6 Residential Trip 
Tuesday 12 June 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons  
Wednesday 13 June 2018 Year 6 Photos 
Thursday 14 June 2018 Sports Day 
Friday 15 June 2018 Yr3 & Yr4 Trip to Waddesdon Manor (Riches of the Earth) 
Tuesday 19 June 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Wednesday 20 June 2018 Act 4 – Workshops and collective Worship 
Friday 22 June 2018 Rounders Tournament – Yr5 (Westcott) & Yr6 (North Marston) am 
Friday 22 June 2018 PFA Family BBQ 
Tuesday 26 June 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Tuesday 26 June 2018 Transfer information evening for current Y5 parents 
Thursday 27 June 2018 Y2 Small Schools Festival 
Monday 2 July 2018 Yr5 and Yr6 Trip to Waddesdon Manor (Riches of the Earth) 
Tuesday 03 July 2018 Transition Day at Westcott CE School 
Tuesday 10 July 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Wednesday 11 July 2018 Yr3 & Yr4 Trip to Waddesdon Manor (Tremendous Trees) 
Wednesday 11 July 2018  Year 6 Games (open to all Y5 & Y6) 
Sunday 15 July 2018 Westcott Village Fun Day 12:00 – 17:00 
Monday 16 July 2018 Key Stage 2 End of Year Performance 
Tuesday 17 July 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Wednesday 18 July 2018 Early Years & Key Stage 1 End of Year Performance 
Friday 20 July 2018 PFA End of Year School Disco (Westcott Social Club) 
Tuesday 24 July 2018 Break-up for Summer 
Wednesday 05 September 2018 INSET day 
Thursday 06 September 2018 School reopens 


