
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

2017-2018 Newsletter No. 5 – 7 March 2018 
 

1. Parent Consultations 
On Monday 26 March, the school will be holding parent consultations in the hall, appointment times start from 
1:30pm and are available up until 6:30pm.  During this time you will be able to meet your child’s class teacher, 
and discuss the progress that they have made as well as future targets for English, Maths and RE.  You will be 
provided with an opportunity to look at your child’s work prior/after the consultation.  In an attempt to keep to 
the timings would ask that any parent wishing to discuss anything else with the class teacher arranges separate 
meeting time with the class teacher.  As always the school has an open door policy and we strongly encourage 
parents to discuss successes and concerns with the staff and myself.  Please speak to the class teacher or myself 
should you wish to raise something with us.  If we are aware of a concern/success it is easier for us to manage. 
 
More information and forms will follow shortly. 
 
2. Reporting Absence 
Please can we remind parents/carers who may not be familiar with this, that the school office should be 
contacted by 9.30am on the first day their child is absent and subsequent days if they were expected to return 
to school.  This can be done via email or by leaving a message on our absence telephone line. 
 
The school’s policy is to let the office know and not the classroom teachers.  Morning registration is a very busy 
time and the classroom staff cannot be expected to get a message to the office.  Absences that are not reported 
to the office may be recorded as unauthorised.  Unauthorised absences are reported to Bucks County Council on 
a termly basis and may result in fines being issued.  The school does not authorise holidays, birthday day-outs or 
one-off treats for children; these are automatically marked as unauthorised.  If you are unsure, please check 
with the school office to establish which type of absence maybe authorised. 
 
The school office should also be notified of any early/late collection requirements, for safety reasons the 
child/children will need to be signed out and therefore just informing the teacher is not sufficient. 
 
3. Easter Performances 
On Tuesday 27 March, the children in KS2 will be helping to retell the Easter story as part of their Easter 
performance.  This is scheduled to take place at 2:30pm at St Mary the Virgin Church, Westcott.  The children in 
EYs and KS1 will be helping to identify new signs of life as they link the sign of Spring to the Easter Story in their 
performance, which will take place on Wednesday 28 March at 2:30pm at Westcott Church.  At the end of the 
performance, parents will be given the option to collect their children.   

 
4. After School Care 
After a successful consultation period, I am pleased to announce that the school will be able to offer our After 
School Care starting on the first day back after the Easter Holidays (Monday 16 April).  Mrs Lesley Huntley will 
be heading up the After School Care with cover being provided by Miss Rachel Beckett.  Please see the 
attached terms and conditions for more information. 

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

5. Parental Help – Working Party (Saturday 10 March Morning) 
Westcott CE School have found ourselves in a very fortunate position, having been offered an ex-showroom 
Garden Room from local company, Green Retreats Ltd.  This building will provide much needed space for quiet 
reading sessions, intervention work and much more.  The whole process has moved very quickly and the site 
for the new room has been identified and is in need of being prepared before Saturday 17 March.  It is 
expected that the Room will be sited over the Easter holidays. This room will benefit all of the children and will 
be a fantastic asset to the school. 

In order for the new room to be installed the school are in need of some manpower to help clear the site in 
preparation for the ground works to commence.  We are therefore looking for anyone who can help spare a 
couple of hours this Saturday morning (10 March) to help move, bricks, shingle from the rear of the school to 
a new temporary location.  Any spades, buckets and wheelbarrows, etc. would be good to help move the 
shingle.  Drinks and food will be provided.  Please let the office know if you are able to help during this 
morning, thank you. 

6. Sports Relief 
The school will be celebrating Sports Relief on Friday 23 March. To mark the occasion, we are asking children 
to bring in coins to lay on the playground.  The aim being to see how long a line of coins we as a school can 
produce. Children from all ages will then be able to help sort the coins into different values, count them and 
bag them ready to bank.  This ties in well with the money aspect of the curriculum. The children will also be 
able to measure the distance covered by the coins and used this information to create tables and graphs, 
linking in with many other aspects of the curriculum.  Any coins welcome. 

7. Year 5/6 Residential Trip 
Before half term the children were provided with a list of possible day/night activities that they could partake 
in during the School Residential.  The children’s preferences were submitted to the centre. At the end of this 
term Mrs Ferguson and myself will be visiting In2Action Residential Centre at Newlands Park, Chalfont St Peter. 
Here we will have the opportunity to take photographs of the centre, focusing particularly on the activities 
that we have requested, the dining facilities and sleeping accommodation.  Following this we will be able to 
prepare a presentation to the children.  Please note the Residential Trip is like any school trip and is therefore 
behaviour dependant. 

On Wednesday 18 April at 6:30pm, I will be holding an information evening for parents about the Residential 
Trip, during the evening we will look at the venue, staffing, dietary needs, medication and kit lists.  However to 
make the meeting as meaningful to you as possible, I would ask that parents send in any questions that they 
may have by Thursday 29 March. This will allow me time to ensure that I answer these questions fully.  Other 
questions will also be taken on the night.  The meeting will take place in Birch Class. 

 
8. Year 3/4 Handball Festival 
Due to the snow last Friday the Year 3/4 Handball Festival that was due to take place at Padbury CE School 
(Year 3)and Twyford CE School (Year 4) had to be postponed. We have been able to rearrange this event for 
Friday 23 March, the children have now received the forms that will need to be completed and returned by 
Friday 16 March.  

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

9. Parking & Transport Promise 
Recently the school sent out a bright Yellow A5 sheet with all children which detailed the school’s Parking & 
Transport Promise.  This was following a number of incidents that have been reported to school by parents, 
residents and members of the local community. 

Irresponsible parking and driving too close to the school entrances puts our children in Danger 

The area outside our school is busy in the morning and at the end of the school day.  Parents who drive and 
park close to entrances act irresponsibly, potentially placing children in danger.  The ‘School Keep Clear’ Zig Zags 
should maintain an area free from parked cars.  This allows children and parents walking in and out of school to 
cross safely, where they can see and be seen by approaching traffic. 

By bringing your child/children to school in a vehicle, you are agreeing to abide by the following principles: 

 Not to park in Church Lane at any time 

 To only enter Church Lane if using the “drop & drive” option 

 Never to use the entrance of Church Lane to turn around 

 To keep the Yellow Zig-Zag road markings clear at all times 

 To try to park a little way from school, and walk/ride/scoot to school 

 Not to obstruct driveways or bus stops 

 Not to park in Private Roads (e.g. Burnham Road) 

 To ensure all those who are collecting/dropping off your child/children are made aware of the above 
parking/driving requirements 

Please note: The school is now encouraging our neighbours and local residents to notify the Police of any 
inconsiderate parking or dangerous driving manoeuvres (and to take photographs if necessary). 

10. School Closure Procedure 
Last week the school needed to initiate the School Closure Procedure due to adverse weather conditions.  
While we hope that the worst of the winter weather is behind us, the weather during the winter months is 
notoriously unpredictable.  Sometimes this can lead to heavy and persistent snowfall which may lead to 
schools needing to take the decision to close.  Please be assured that the staff are all dedicated to the school 
and will always attempt to make the journey to school in all weathers. 
 
If however, the roads around school or the journey to school for the staff and parents/children meant that 
safe travel was not possible, the school may be required to close.  If after the required consultation, a closure 
is deemed necessary, the school will post a message on the Bucks County Council website.  We would 
encourage parents to check this regularly in case the circumstances change.  We will also update Mix 96 who 
will then broadcast the list of schools closed.  In addition, the school will send an email notification to all 
parents and update the School App.  If you have yet to do so I would encourage parents, grandparents and 
carers to download the ‘Our School App’ and select Westcott CE School.  Here you will receive regular updates 
as well as having the option to set timely reminders of upcoming events, term dates, etc. 
 
Parents will still be able to keep in contact with the school through the use of email which will be checked on a 
regular basis.  Closure of the school will always be a last resort. 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

11. KS2 Swimming 
Tuesday 17 April marks the start of KS2 swimming lesson. The national curriculum states that all children in 
KS2 should be able to: 

 swim competently, confidently and proficiently over a distance of at least 25 metres 

 use a range of strokes effectively [for example, front crawl, backstroke and breaststroke]  

 perform safe self-rescue in different water-based situations  
 
Swimming will be offered to all children who haven’t already met the criteria, firstly in Years 3 and 4, and then 
to children in Years 5 and 6.  We are aware that some children attend swimming lessons and therefore may 
not require additional lessons in school.  In this applies to your child, then parents can produce certificates 
obtained to show that the elements in the curriculum have been achieved.   The children will be swimming at 
the Aqua Vale Pool in Aylesbury under the care of the qualified swimming teachers, lifeguards and 
accompanied by trained staff from the school. 
 
KS2 children who do not attend the swimming lessons will be remain at school and will be taught in one class 
as in previous years.  As swimming is part of the National Curriculum the school covers the cost of the lessons, 
however we do ask that parents contribute by paying for the cost of the coach to transport the children each 
week.  More details to follow. 
 
12. Online Safety Advice for Parents 
Shortly we will be updating the website and the School App with useful advice on how to keep your children 
safe while online.  There will be helpful hints, tips and important information for both parents and children. 

 
  



 

 
 

 

 

 

13. Dates 

 
Tuesday 06 March 2018 KS2 Science Day 
Saturday 10 March 2018  Working Party (9:00) onwards 
Monday 12 March 2018 PFA Meeting (Westcott Social Club – 7:30), all welcome 
Wednesday 21 March 2018 Act 4 Visit for collective worship and workshops 
Friday 23 March 2018 Handball Tournament (Yr 3&4) – morning only 
Friday 23 March 2018 Sports Relief – Pennies on the playground 
Friday 23 March 2018 PFA Come Pie with Me and quiz - 8:00 Ashendon Village Hall 
Monday 26 March 2018 Parent Consultation 1:30 – 6:30, School Hall) 
Tuesday 27 March 2018 KS2 Easter Performance 2:30 – Westcott Church 
Wednesday 28 March 2018 EYs and KS1 Easter Performance 2:30 – Westcott Church 
Thursday 29 March 2018 Break-up for Easter 
Monday 16 April 2018 School Re-opens 
Tuesday 17 April 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Wednesday 18 April 2018  Young Carers assembly  
Wednesday 18 April Years 5/6 Residential Information evening 6:30pm 
Tuesday 24 April 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Wednesday 25 April 2018 Class Photographs 
Monday 30 April 2018  PFA Meeting (Westcott Social Club – 7:30), all welcome 
Tuesday 01 May 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Tuesday 01 May 2018 May Day Celebration 
Tuesday 08 May 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Friday 11 May 2018 Rounders Tournament – Yr3 & Yr4 (am) 
Monday 14 May 2018 SATS week (KS2) 
Tuesday 15 May 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Friday 18 May 2018 Prayer Spaces Day 
Monday 21 May 2018 SATS week (KS1) 
Tuesday 22 May 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Friday 25 May 2018 Break-up for Half Term 
Monday 04 June 2018 INSET day 
Tuesday 05 June 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Wednesday 06-08 June 2018 Yr5&6 Residential Trip 
Tuesday 12 June 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Tuesday 19 June 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Friday 22 June 2018 Rounders Tournament – Yr5 & Yr6 (am) 
Tuesday 26 June 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Tuesday 03 July 2018 Transition Day 
Tuesday 10 July 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Tuesday 17 July 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Tuesday 24 July 2018 Break-up for Summer 

 
 
Please note that the KS2 Library Van will be attending every two weeks on a Tuesday. 
(16 January, 30 January, etc… - if the scheduled date changes for any reason we will notify you 
accordingly) 


