
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

2017-2018 Newsletter No. 4 – 12 January 2018 
 

1. New Year Message from Mr Grace 
 
I would like to thank all of the children, parents and staff for all of their support during a very challenging and 
rewarding year.  I look back at 2017 with much delight!  Since my arrival in September 2011, I have been 
yearning to have a quiet year.  I have now come to the realisation that this is something that has yet to 
materialise and is not likely to be on the horizon for some time to come.  While the building work and expansion 
of the school is complete, the other needs of the school now require my full attention. 
 
2017 began with the official opening of the new classroom (Oak class).  Following a wonderful service at 
Westcott Church led by Revd. Mary and Bishop Alan, the children and honoured guests returned to the school.  
Anne Davey (former Director of Education of the Oxford Diocese) officially opened the classroom and Bishop 
Alan blessed the school. 
 
Shortly after the official opening, came the call that the school had been expecting for several months.  The visit 
from Ofsted came in January and saw the school in the early stages of settling into the new building.  The 
children and staff were and continue to be amazing when put in these pressurised situations.  This was the first 
time the school had been inspected under a 1 day inspection.  The new revised format gives inspectors a real 
picture of life at this school.  The Governors, staff and I were delighted to maintain our level of ‘Good’. 
 
April 2017 – We saw the arrival of Mrs Butler to the Year 5/6 class to work alongside Miss Stuart for her final 
few weeks before going on maternity leave.  While Miss Stuart had hoped to remain until after SATs week, this 
was not possible.  However, the children certainly demonstrated what an impact she had made to their learning. 
 
We also said goodbye to Mrs C Jones (Year 1/2) as she left to spend more time with her family and we 
welcomed Mrs Tombs on a short term placement in Oak Class. 
 
May 2017 – We saw children in both Key Stage 1 (Year 2) and Key Stage 2 (Year 6) undertake their SATS papers.  
The children performed fantastically well.  The hard work and perseverance from both the children and staff 
certainly paid off with the children out-performing the expectations from each cohort.  Also the children in Year 
1 completed the Phonics Test and they performed as they had been predicted. 
 
June 2017 – The children in KS2 started swimming lessons at the Aqua Vale pool.  This seemed to be well 
received and thought to be an improvement on the Thame Pool.  We will look to use the same pool again for 
this year. 
 
The children in Year 6 were given the opportunity of attending a Leavers’ Service at the Christ Church Cathedral, 
Oxford University for a selection of schools across the diocese.  This was a fantastic day – one that will certainly 
be remembered by all who attended. 
 
We celebrated part of our RE Week by attending different places of worship, including a Synagogue, Mosque, 
Sikh Gurdwara and Christ the Cornerstone Church, before meeting up at the Tree Cathedral in Milton Keynes.  
The weather was lovely and the places of worship generated much discussion and enthusiasm amongst the 
children and staff. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
During the month of June, the sponsored Mini Marathon event was held at the Cricket Ground, aiming to raise 
funds to purchase new PE equipment to help replace some of the old resources.  The event was organised by 
Mr Giles in connection with the PFA and raised a staggering £1,700.  Mr Giles quickly put the money to good 
use, purchasing new balls, bats and sticks of all shapes and sizes. 
 
July 2017 – Mrs Johnson returned from Maternity Leave to teach the KS1 class. 
 
At the end of the term we were treated to the amazing efforts from the children and staff in the End of Year 
Performances from both KS2 and EY/KS1. 
 
During the final school week, the Year 6 children attended the Leavers’ Service led by Revd. Mary and on the last 
day of term we had our annual Leavers’ Assembly where the children received their yearbooks and hoodies.  I 
thought being the second year for this service/assembly that I would find it easier, this was certainly not the 
case and it was incredibly emotional.  I was confident that all of the Year 6 (Year 7 in Sept. 2017) would be able 
to demonstrate that they are academic, social and have great life skills in their new schools.  We also bid Mrs 
Tombs a fond farewell as she relocated with her family. 
 
September 2017 – Mrs L Jones joined the school to teach Oak Class.  Some of the Year 6 children having only 
been back a week sat their ‘Transfer to Secondary Schools’ tests and had quickly settled into school life with 
both Mrs Butler and myself as their teachers. 
 
October 2017 – The children took part in a Harvest Festival celebration at Westcott Church.  This was the first 
time in many years that all of the children joined together in celebration for harvest.  Thank you for the gifts so 
kindly donated to the school; we were able to distribute these to the Waddesdon Wednesday Club (which 
benefits many local residents) as well as some of the wider community of Westcott. 
 
During the Half Term holidays the school was very lucky to have had the kind donation of a paved area at the 
side/rear of the school as well as 3 new garden beds set into the paved area.  I cannot thank Haydon Hill Paving 
enough for the kindness and generosity they have shown. 
 
The children in Year 5/6 & Year 3/4 took part in inter school hockey and sports quiz mornings at Twyford CE 
School and Padbury CE School.  This term the children will participate in Handball tournaments.  Further 
opportunities are planned for later in 2018. 
 
November 2017 – The school took part in Children in Need, with the children raising a staggering £237!  This 
came from donations ‘to wear something spotty to school’ and for my much needed ‘hair cut’! - A very big 
thank you to everyone! 
 
December 2017 – The children took part in their Christmas Performances; the children and staff should be very 
proud of their efforts.  During the last week of term, we held our annual Candlelight Service and the children 
enjoyed the Christmas Party which took place in the afternoon.  The final day of term was an enjoyable day at 
the Story Museum in Oxford, this was organised and heavily subsidised by the Westcott PFA for which I am 
extremely grateful. 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Looking ahead to 2018 
 
Year 5/6 will be taking part in the Residential in May, which is run by In2Action Adventure (Newland Park).  Here 
the children will spend 3 days and 2 nights away from school/home and will get to take part in some wonderful 
activities.  The children will be helping to select these during this term. 
 
The school is pending our mid-term SIAMS (Church Ofsted) visit to check on the progress we have made in the 
last two and half years.  The Christian Ethos and Values Committee have been working hard with the children, 
staff and myself to ensure that the school continues to strive to develop our progress. 
 
I am keen for the development of the Early Years area to continue, with the completion of an 
all-weather area at the front of the class along with more permanent shelter offering all-year learning in this 
area. 
 
I look forward to the school taking part in the upcoming sporting events as well as our termly festivals of 
Candlemas, Easter, Pentecost as well as the leaver’s assemblies. 
 
The introduction of After School Care, will start early in 2018 providing after school care up to 4.15pm daily.  
This has come about as a result of a consultation with parents.  I am keen to work with parents throughout the 
year, as I want to gain parental views on a wide range of areas. 
 
2. Reporting Absence 
Please can we remind parents/carers who may not be familiar with this, that the school office should be 
contacted by 9.30am on the first day their child is absent and subsequent days if they were expected to return 
to school.  This can be done via email or by leaving a message on our absence telephone line. 
 
The school’s policy is to let the office know and not the classroom teachers.  Morning registration is a very busy 
time and the classroom staff cannot be expected to get a message to the office.  Absences that are not reported 
to the office may be recorded as unauthorised.  Unauthorised absences are reported to Bucks County Council on 
a termly basis and may result in fines being issued.  The school does not authorise holidays, birthday day-outs or 
one-off treats for children; these are automatically marked as unauthorised.  If you are unsure, please check 
with the school office to establish which type of absence maybe authorised. 
 
The school office should also be notified of any early/late collection requirements, for safety reasons the 
child/children will need to be signed out and therefore just informing the teacher is not sufficient. 
 
Please could we remind all parents/carers that all KS1 and KS2 children will now go into class through the left 
hand side gate.  Please could we ask that you say goodbye at the side gate and let the children walk into the 
classroom by themselves with their belongings.  The children will then be responsible for putting their own coat, 
bookbag and water bottle where they belong in the classroom. 
 
Should you wish to speak to your child's class teacher, they will be available at the end of the day or if you feel it 
is urgent please send your child to the classroom to advise the teacher that you need to see them before school. 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
If you require a meeting or a more in-depth conversation with the teacher, please make an appointment via the 
school office. 
 
Please note that any absences, changes to collection arrangements, etc. should be communicated to the school 
office and not to the classroom staff. 
 
Children need to be in class prior to 9.00am Registration.  If your child arrives after 9.00am, then you will need 
to bring them to the school office and not go straight to the classroom, as they will need to be marked in the 
register and a reason taken for our records. 
 
3. Head Lice 
Hopefully you have all seen the email this week, which asks you to check your child/rens hair for Head Lice and 
treat as necessary.  We ask that parents please keep checking on a frequent basis to ensure all hair visitors are 
treated at the earliest opportunity so that there is less chance that they can be passed on to others. 
 
If you find Lice/Eggs in the morning, we would rather your children be slightly late than attend school untreated. 
 
Also all children who have hair long enough to tie up, boys and girls, should do so; not only does this help to 
prevent the transference of head lice but is also a Health & Safety recommendation. 

 
4. School Closure Procedure 
At the end of last term the school needed to initiate the School Closure Procedure due to adverse weather 
conditions.  While we hope that the worst of the winter weather is behind us, the weather during the winter 
months is notoriously unpredictable.  Sometimes this can lead to heavy and persistent snowfall which may 
lead to schools needing to take the decision to close.  Please be assured that the staff are all dedicated to the 
school and will always attempt to make the journey to school in all weathers. 
 
If however, the roads around school or the journey to school for the staff and parents/children meant that 
safe travel was not possible, the school may be required to close.  If after the required consultation, a closure 
is deemed necessary, the school will post a message on the Bucks County Council website.  We would 
encourage parents to check this regularly in case the circumstances change.  We will also update Mix 96 who 
will then broadcast the list of schools closed.  In addition, the school will send an email notification to all 
parents and update the school App. 
 
Parents will still be able to keep in contact with the school through the use of email which will be checked on a 
regular basis.  Closure of the school will always be a last resort. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
5. Dates 

 
Monday 15 January 2018 PFA Meeting – 7.30pm Westcott Social Club (all welcome) 
Friday 02 February 2018 Sports Tournament – Yr5 & Yr6 (am) 
Friday 09 February 2018 Break-up for Half Term 
Monday 19 February 2018 School Re-opens 
Friday 02 March 2018 Sports Tournament – Yr3 & Yr4 (am) 
Thursday 29 March 2018 Break-up for Easter 
Monday 16 April 2018 School Re-opens 
Tuesday 17 April 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Tuesday 24 April 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Wednesday 25 April 2018 Class Photographs 
Tuesday 01 May 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Tuesday 08 May 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Friday 11 May 2018 Sports Tournament – Yr3 & Yr4 (am) 
Monday 14 May 2018 SATS week (KS2) 
Tuesday 15 May 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Friday 18 May 2018 Prayer Spaces Day 
Monday 21 May 2018 SATS week (KS1) 
Tuesday 22 May 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Friday 25 May 2018 Break-up for Half Term 
Monday 04 June 2018 INSET day 
Tuesday 05 June 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Wednesday 06-08 June 2018 Yr5&6 Residential Trip 
Tuesday 12 June 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Tuesday 19 June 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Friday 22 June 2018 Sports Tournament – Yr5 & Yr6 (am) 
Tuesday 26 June 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Tuesday 03 July 2018 Transition Day 
Tuesday 10 July 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Tuesday 17 July 2018 KS2 Swimming Lessons 
Tuesday 24 July 2018 Break-up for Summer 

 
 
Please note that the KS2 Library Van will be attending every two weeks on a Tuesday. 
(16 January, 30 January, etc… - if the scheduled date changes for any reason we will notify you 
accordingly) 

 


