
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
2016-2017 Newsletter No. 4 – 22 March 2017 

 
1. Staffing 

It is with great regret that the Governors and I have had to accept the resignation of Mrs 
Jones for personal reasons from Easter.  Mrs Jones has been working with the children 
in Years 1 and 2 and has helped add consistency and continuity to the class.  I hope that 
you will all join me in thanking Mrs Jones for all her hard work and dedication to the 
children and school.  To minimise the disruption to the class Mrs Grace and myself will 
teach the class on a weekly basis. 

 
Miss Emily Fallon will be joining our Year 5/6 class 2 days a week after the Easter 
holidays to work alongside Miss Stuart and provide a cross-over to add stability to the 
class.  Miss Fallon is an experienced KS2 practitioner who will be working 2 days a week 
along with another supply teacher for the final half term.  We will be advertising the 
position for KS2 – maternity cover after Easter in order to attract the best candidates to 
the position.  

 
With the current teacher shortage, recruitment has been and remains a national issue. 
As a school we have always said that we would only ever appoint staff that would 
deliver a good/outstanding level of teaching.   

 
2. School Drop Off 

Please could we remind all parents not to park in Church Lane for drop off or at 
collection times.  It is also important that at no point cars are parked in the turning circle 
outside the church.  Cars parked there make it either very difficult for cars to turn at the 
end or impossible.  Parents should only come into Church Lane if you intend to "drop & 
drive".  If you do "drop & drive" the safest place for children to disembark is at the end 
of the lane near the church gate and then they can safely use the path alongside the 
church to school.  
Can we also remind parents that the Yellow Zig-Zag road markings are placed outside 
schools to indicate to motorists not to wait or park on these lines for the safety of 
children, other pedestrians and road users.  Please can we ask that these lines are kept 
clear at all times.  We understand that parking around schools is always an issue for 
local residents, but can we ask parents to be mindful of our neighbours and the safety of 
pedestrians when parking at school.  We would encourage parents to park a little way 
from school and walk in to ensure that other vehicles passing the school can do so 
safely.  If other people are collecting your children, please can you ensure that they are 
made aware of the relevant parking restrictions/requirements.   



 

 
 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone for helping to improve the drop off and collection times at the 
school.  Westcott CE School acknowledges that parking is and will continue to be an 
ongoing issue for our parents and visitors.  While we are currently limited with the 
options available to the school, we are always looking for possible solutions to improve 
this for everyone concerned, including the painted line on the approach to Burnham 
Road making the curve of the road more visible.  The school has received a request from 
the local residents for parents/carers to not park down Burnham Road at any time, as 
this is a Private Road and the residents are responsible for the upkeep of the road. 

Please help us keep all our children safe. 
 
3. Reporting Absence  

Thank you to all the parents/carers who have helped with notifying the school office of 
any absences rather than the class teacher (as is school policy).  Please can we remind 
parents/carers who may not be familiar with this, that the school office should be 
contacted by 9.30am on the first day their child is absent and subsequent days if they 
were expected to return to school.  The school’s policy is to let the office know and not 
the classroom teachers.  Morning registration is a very busy time and the classroom staff 
cannot be expected to get a message to the office.  Absences that are not reported to 
the office may be recorded as unauthorised.  Unauthorised absences are reported to 
Bucks County Council on a termly basis. 

 
4. Parent Payment System 

Following on from the last school newsletter, the school is pleased to announce that we 
will shortly be introducing a cashless system for parents to use for all payments into 
school.  Once the cashless system is up and running, we would like to encourage all 
parents to adopt the new way of sending money into school, but we will allow a 
transition period for those parents who this may create an issue for.  If you anticipate a 
payment system might cause you issues, please contact the school office to discuss 
further. 
Until the payment system is up and running, please can we remind all parents that all 
monies sent to the school will need to be placed in an envelope clearly stating your 
child’s name and the reason for payment and posted in the red office post box located 
by the Reception entrance.  Envelopes are only required if there is money or a cheque 
inside, all other slips can just be posted in the box. 

  
5. PFA 

I would like to thank everyone for their fantastic contributions to the school, especially 
with the collection of money in the ‘Fill the Smartie tube’ drive.  The PFA have been 
working extremely hard these previous years to help raise funds for the two new 
classrooms for our Key Stage 2 children.  This year the school has set the PFA a target of 



 

 
 

 

 

 

£2,500 to help fund the purchase and installation of two new smart boards for the Key 
Stage 1 and Early Years classes, these will be installed very shortly.  The PFA have some 
wonderful events coming up in the near future.  Money raised from these events goes 
to helping improve the learning environment for everyone at the school. 

 
6. Parent Governor position/s 

The school currently has 1 (potentially 2) parent Governor position(s) within the school. 
Governors play a very big part in helping to shape the future of the school.  We will be 
sending out further information to parents about these positions and the process of 
how to apply to be a Governor.  If you would like to know more about the role, please 
contact Mr Grace who will be happy to talk through the role and the expected 
commitment for our school governors. 

 
7. Red Nose Day 

This Friday is Comic Relief’s Red Nose Day.  It has been decided that for a suggested £1 
donation children will be allowed to wear 'Something Funny for Money'.  Please ensure 
that the children wear weather appropriate clothing (including coats) and suitable 
footwear – no open sandals, no heeled shoes, etc.  Please help us to raise money for this 
worthy cause. 

 
8. PFA Mothers Day Gift Shop 

The PFA will be running their annual Mothers Day Gift Shop for the children on Friday 24 
March at 2pm.  Children will be able to purchase a gift bag of goodies for £3 each.  
Please note:  In the first instance the children will be entitled to purchase one bag each, 
but we understand that in certain circumstances a child may wish to purchase more 
than one bag.  If this applies to your child, then we would appreciate it if they could wait 
until the end of the day when all children have had the opportunity to make their 
purchase and then speak to a PFA member to establish if there are any gift bags still 
available.  All monies should be brought into school in an envelope with the child’s 
name clearly stated and placed in the postbox outside Reception in the morning, so a list 
can be compiled of those wishing to purchase a gift bag. 
 

9. RE week 
Next term the children will be experiencing a RE themed week.  This follows up on a 
development area identified in our previous SIAMs report.  The school has made great 
steps in developing the children’s understanding of other faiths and beliefs in line with 
the Diocesan scheme of work.  As part of the RE week we are looking to take the whole 
school to Milton Keynes where the children will be able to visit different places of 
worship.  More details to follow shortly. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

10. Swimming 
Following on from last year’s swimming lessons for KS2 (Years 3 -6) the school has 
decided that we will be looking to start up swimming lessons for during the second half 
of the Summer term for all children in Year 3 and those children who have yet to meet 
the minimum requirement for the swimming curriculum or indeed feel less confident in 
the water.  More details to follow shortly. 

 
11. Class photographs  

On Wednesday 24th May the children will be having their class photographs taken.  As 
with last year we will be asking that the children in Year 6 to have a fun individual 
photograph and a year group photograph. 

 
12. Easter Performances 

On Tuesday 28th March at 2pm the children in the Early Years and Key Stage 1 will be 
taking part in their end of term production, looking at Easter and signs of new life. 
On Thursday 30th March at 2pm the children in the Key Stage 2 will be helping to retell 
the story of Easter. 

 
13. Dates 
 
Friday 24 March 2017    Red Nose Day – ‘Dress Funny for Money’ 
Friday 24 March 2017    PFA Mothers Day Gift Shop 
Tuesday 28 March 2017   KS1/EY Easter Performance 
Tuesday 28 March 2017   KS2 Mobile Library 
Thursday 30 March 2017   KS2 Easter Performance 
Friday 31 March 2017    Break up for Easter Holidays 
Tuesday 18 April 2017    School Re-opens 
Friday 5 May 2017    Food Bank Friday 
W/C 8 May 2017    Year 6 SATs Week 
Wednesday 24 May 2017   Class Photographs 
Friday 26 May 2017    Break-up for Half Term 
Monday 5 June 2017    INSET Day – No pupils in School 
Tuesday 6 June 2017    School Re-opens 
Friday 7 July 2017    Food Bank Friday 
Friday 21 July 2017    Break-up for Summer Holidays 
 


