
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
2016-2017 Newsletter No. 2 - 20 December 2016 

 

1. Emergency School Closure Procedure 
The school has been very fortunate with the weather being mild this year. Winter is 
notorious for the weather being unpredictable. This can lead to heavy and persistent 
snow fall which may lead to schools needing to take the decision to close.  Please be 
assured that the staff are all dedicated to the school and will all attempt to make the 
journey to school in all weathers.  

 
If however the roads around the school or the journey of the staff and children meant 
that safe travel was not possible, the school may be required to close.  If this is the case, 
after careful consultation, the school will post a message on the Bucks County Council 
website. We would encourage parents to check this regularly in case the circumstances 
change.  We will also ask that Mix 96 broadcast the fact the school is closed. In addition 
the school will send an email notification to all parents and the school app will be 
updated. 

 
Parents will still be able to keep in contact with the school through the use of email which 
will be checked on a regular basis. Closure of the school will always be a last resort.  

  
2. Christmas Message 

I would like to thank all of the children, parents and staff for all of their support during a 
very emotional and rewarding year. 2016 like many previous years has been a busy year 
for the school.  In July work was underway with the final phase of the building work.  The 
classroom was completed at the end of November minor a few items of snagging. We 
were very lucky to have a wonderful team of builders who worked hard, interacted well 
with the staff and enabled the school to operate as best as was possible during the 
building work. 

 
Having completed the building work the process of moving the children in Years 3 and 4 
quickly followed with the children all helping to speed up the move.  The Early Years team 
were quick on their heels and set about creating a new learning environment in the 
Willow classroom.  By the end of the first week in December the children in the early 
Years were settled into their new room. New outside learning environment coming in 
2017. 

 
On Tuesday 13th December we waved goodbye to the temporary classroom and 
welcomed the additional space that this has provided the school. All of the children were 
able to see this take place.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
The official opening of the new Oak classroom has been scheduled for 9th January 2017. 

 
As part of our RE curriculum the school has been working hard to improve the children’s 
understanding of other religions and beliefs.  In April we were visited by Sheila Gewolb 
the Vice President the Board of Deputies of British Jews. Early Years were visited by a 
member of the Hindu faith, Years 3 and 4 visited a Sikh Gurdwara. The children in KS2 
were also visited by a member of the Muslim faith. 

 
During the year we have also been visited by Jackie Holderness the Cathedral Education 
Officer for Christ Church Cathedral Oxford. As a school we have held our own celebrations 
and festivals with the Christingle in February, Easter, Prayer Spaces day in June focusing 
on the different senses, Harvest and most recently the Christmas Nativity and 
Performance.  
 
The successes of the interschool sports with Years 5 and 6 the school partnership decided 
to expand the opportunity to the rest of the children in Key Stage 2. The children all took 
part in a hockey morning along with children from Marsh Gibbon CE, Twyford CE and 
Padbury CE schools. Further opportunities are planned for 2017.  

 
The Summer term saw the children in KS2 all start swimming lessons at the pool in Thame. 
The staff at the Leisure centre were fantastic and worked with the teachers to deliver the 
swimming curriculum to the children. Swimming lessons will continue in 2017. 

 
May saw the school take part in their first residential trip. The children that were in Years 
5 and 6 had the opportunity to spend an action packed week at Portsmouth and 
Fairthorne Manor (Southampton). This was an extremely fun, busy and tiring week, 
certainly a week that we will all remember. Upon returning to school the realisation that 
we had a few more weeks with our wonderful Year 6 children sank in.   

 
July was one of the most amazing months with the end of term performances, the feeling 
of immense pride of seeing the journey the children leaving Year 6 had undertaken. This 
was mixed with the sadness of knowing that we would not be seeing the same friendly 
faces that we have all grown with. The leavers’ service and KS2 performance were the 
most emotional things I have done to date at Westcott. Saying goodbye to children and 
families that have help build the foundations of our great school many having started 
when the nursery first opened and through the expansion to Year 6 was extremely tough. 
I know that they all have and will continue to stay in contact with the school. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

In July we also said goodbye to Dr Louise Race who had been Chair of Governors at the 
school for many years. She played a key part in seeing the school grow from 15 children 
and threat of closure to the 90 children we have today.  Louise continues to support the 
school where she can.   

 
September brought many changes to the school. The arrival of the new Nursery children, 
the Reception class being oversubscribed with catchment and siblings and the children 
moving on 1 year group forming new friendships with their peers.  

 
Mrs Johnson left to go on Maternity leave and later gave birth to Finn.  It was lovely to 
see them both at the Christmas Nativity last week.  We have also had some wonderful 
news that Miss Stuart is expecting and will be going on Maternity in 2017. 

 
New SMART Boards were installed into the two KS2 classrooms as part of the final 
installation process for the school. The children and staff were very excited when these 
were installed and have already explored many of the operations that they have. 

 
3. Looking ahead to 2017 

The school is looking forward to continuing our development of the Early Years by 
creating an outdoor learning environment that will enable the children to make good use 
of the space at the front of the school all year round. 

 
We are looking to the PFA to raise the funds needed to purchase 2 additional SMART 
Boards to replace the aging technology in the KS1 and Early Years classrooms.  

 
The official opening of the new classroom will help complete that chapter in the growth 
of the school and lead us nicely into the further developments to which more time can be 
directed. 

 
4. Official opening of Oak classroom 

On Monday 9th January 2017 Westcott CE School will be visited by Anne Davey, the 
Diocesan Director of Education who, along with Louise Race, was there at the beginning 
of the schools expansion process. Anne was able to help find possible solutions to 
problems that arose during the early stages. She will be officially opening the new 
classroom as part of our morning of celebrations. We are also lucky to have Rt Revd Dr 
Alan Wilson - Bishop of Buckingham attending to bless the school now the building work 
is finally complete. 

 
Both guests will be arriving at school around 10:00am to meet the staff before attending 
a service at St Mary the Virgin Church Westcott at 10:30am - everyone is welcome. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Following the service, Bishop Alan will lead the procession out of the church and to the 
front playground where he will bless the school. Anne Davey will then be invited to 
officially open the new classroom.  At this point in the proceedings the children will return 
to their classrooms. The guests in attendance will then be invited to walk around the 
school and see the work the children are doing in each year group. 

 
Bishop Alan and Anne Davey will be leaving the school around mid-day, however other 
guests will be invited to stay for a few nibbles and to meet with the contractors and 
others who have helped make the expansion/building work possible. 

 
5. Parents working party 

On Saturday 21st January at 10am the school are seeking parent volunteers to assist in a 
parents working party.  The aim of the day is to help prepare the ground to the rear of the 
Early Years classroom for the moving of the garden beds from the front to the school. The 
school gardens help benefit all of our children in the school. The space created at the 
front of the school will then form part of the outside learning for the Early Years, once low 
level fencing has been installed.  

 
The school has some gardening equipment but we would encourage parents to bring 
some of their own tools if possible, e.g. spades, bow saws, loppers, etc.  Hot drinks and 
bacon butties will be provided as bribery. We hope to see as many of you there as 
possible.   

 
6. Drop off and collection 

With the completion of the building work the school is now able to change the drop off 
and collection points for some of the classes. The children in Year 1/2 and 3/4 will be able 
to use the side gate that previously lead to the back playground.  The Early Years and 
Years 5/6 can use the door near the Early Years in the morning. Classes will be dismissed 
from the same place apart from Years 5/6 who will be dismissed from the door to the Hall.   

 
Children are taught up until 3:15 and then are asked to get ready to go home. We are 
trying to speed up this process, however this may result in the children sometimes being 
a little late out, please bear with us as we try to increase the speed of the children.   

 
Please could remind all parents/carers that children should not be left alone on the 
school grounds before school starts.  Children are permitted into school from 8:45am 
parents wishing to leave their child/ren in school before this need to make use of the 
breakfast club facility offered. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Similarly school finishes at the end of the day at 3:15, there are a few parents/carers who 
are persistently late with dropping off or collection of their child/ren.  We appreciate that 
for some parents this is unavoidable at times. In cases like this please contact Mr Grace 
who will be more than happy to listen to the concerns and agree an acceptable plan for 
all. In the New Year Mr Grace will be tackling this with those who continue dropping child 
off or collecting the late without a prior agreement in place.  

 
7. Term Time Holidays 

This is a reminder to all parents that schools are not permitted to authorise any holiday 
requests (1 day or more) therefore these sessions will be considered unauthorised. The 
local authority are keen to discourage requests for holiday and may decide to impose a 
financial penalty on any child considered to be taking future leave without valid 
extenuating circumstances. 

 
Children who have below 95% attendance will be monitored and children with 
attendance below 90% will, through the school and local authority involvement, be 
identifying ways to improve attendance.  Known illness will be taken into consideration 
when looking at the rates of attendance.  The school will be looking at ways of promoting 
attendance through class/year group competitions. 

 
8. Dates  
Wednesday 4 January 2017   INSET Day – No pupils in School 
Thursday 5 January 2017   School Re-opens 
Monday 9 January 2017    10:30am Oak Class opening and school blessing 
Saturday 21 January 2017   10:00am Parent working party 
Friday 3 February 2017   Food Bank Friday 
Friday 10 February 2017   3:15pm Break up for Half Term 
Monday 20 February 2017   School Re-opens 
Friday 3 March 2017    Food Bank Friday 
Wednesday 22 March 2017   School Photographer – Class Photos 
Friday 31 March 2017    Break up for Easter Holidays 
Tuesday 18 April 2017    School Re-opens 
Friday 5 May 2017    Food Bank Friday 
W/C 8 May 2017    Year 6 SATs Week 
Friday 26 May 2017    Break up for Half Term 
Monday 5 June 2017    INSET Day – No pupils in School 
Tuesday 6 June 2017    School Re-opens 
Friday 7 July 2017    Food Bank Friday 
Friday 21 July 2017    Break up for Summer Holidays 
 


