
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents 

2016-2017 Newsletter No.1 – 19 September 2016 
 

1. Welcome Back 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome back all of the children, parents and staff for what 
seems to be a very exciting year.  Welcome also to all the new children and their families who have 
joined us  

At the beginning of the summer holidays the building team commenced the work on Phase two of the 
school expansion. This will include a new classroom being built for the children in Years 3 and 4 and a 
covered walkway allowing children to move between the classes without the worried of getting wet.  
The work is scheduled to be completed mid to late November.  The builders are working closely with 
the school to ensure noise is kept to a reasonable level and that building site is kept safe at all times. 
 

2. Governors  
Westcott Church of England School has a wonderful group of Governors who share a passion for the 
development of the children, family and the wider community of the school. They give up their time 
freely and help to guide the school through the ever changing needs and expansion.  One of the 
Governors who have played a huge part in the growth of the school in both size and age-range is Dr. 
Louise Race.  In July her youngest children left the school as part of our first Year 6 Leavers. This 
September after many years of being chair of the Governing Body she has decided step down from her 
position.  We will keep parents informed of the new structure of the Governing body.  

I would like to thank Louse for all of her hard work and dedication to Westcott Church of England 
School. She has contributed so much over her time at Westcott seeing it grow from 17 children to 92 
today.  

As a Voluntary Aided School the majority of our governors are Foundation Governors. The school is 
currently looking to two Foundation Governors to join our team.  Foundation Governors are people 
who have a connection to a church and who are supported by the school Parish Priest.  If you know 
anyone who may be willing to undertake the position of Foundation Governor please contact Mr. 
Grace who will provide you with an application form. 
 

3. Safety at School 
I would like to thank all the parents for being so understanding over the recent addition of a lock on 
the gate. Safety of the children always comes first and having a secure gate is one of the steps the 
school has needed to introduce in light of Ofsted requirements.  This is something that all rural schools 
are needing to look at to ensure they are secure.  As a school we are investigating installing a more 
personal intercom system which will enable the gate to be opened by a “buzzer” system. 
The school gate will be unlocked at school drop off and collection times.  If you need to access the 
school grounds at any other times please use the doorbell that is situated on the post next to the gate.  
A member of staff will then come and greet you. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

4. Walk to School 
Parking by the school has been and will continue to be an issue. Councilor Irwin (Deputy Cabinet 
Member for Transportation) for Bucks CC and Councilor Hooper from the Westcott Parish Council have 
been working at ways of improving the safety of both the road users and pedestrians especially around 
the school.  

The main areas of concern identified were: 

 The turning circle on Church Lane is not a parking area (there is an access road for residents) 

 Parking on the corners of roads  

 Parking on Burnham Road (Private Road – with the residents responsible for the upkeep of the 
road and therefore cannot be used for school parking) 

 Parking on the bend approaching the school from the A41 causing the sight of the High Street 
to be obscured. 

As a result during the summer holidays  

 The highways team installed new white lines around the entrance to Burnham Road to 
preventing parents and carers from parking. 

 Westcott Parish Council confirmed that the sign for Burnham Road will be replaced to state 
that it is a private road.  

 Councillors Irwin and Hooper are looking into other solutions to alleviate some of the parking 
issues. 

Another possibility potential for reducing the number of cars required to make the journey to Westcott 
is to look into the possibility of the school making use of the School Bus Service that currently operates 
from the hamlets and villages within the catchment area. Some of our families would currently qualify 
for this, by means of the children being picked up from a central point, e.g. a bus stop in Ashendon) 
and brought to the bus stop in Westcott.  If is this is something that you may be interested in please 
speak to the Mr. Grace.  Please check the Bucks CC website at 
http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/education/schools/school-transport/  to see if you qualify for this service. 

Doors to the classrooms are opened early at 8:45am, making a fifteen minute window before 
registration. This provides parents with time to bring their children to school and continue their 
onward journey.  We ask that parents who have parked to move off as soon as their child/ren has gone 
into class to allow other parents to park during this time. 

Please could I ask parents to only come into Church Lane if you attend to “drop & drive”.  If you do 
“drop & drive” the safest place for children to disembark is at the end of the lane near the church gate 
and then use the path alongside the church to school. 

https://democracy.buckscc.gov.uk/mgExecPostDetails.aspx?ID=530
https://democracy.buckscc.gov.uk/mgExecPostDetails.aspx?ID=530
http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/education/schools/school-transport/


 

 
 

 

 

 

As a school we are constantly trying to look for ways of improving the issues related to parking at the 
school. Please notify us if you any further suggestions. We would like to hear them, the suggestion of 
making better use of the school bus service was an inspiration from one of our parents and may 
certainly help the issue.   

Walk to school is a scheme that encourages every child to walk, cycle or scoot to school. For those 
families that are not able to and need to bring their child to school are encouraged to car share as this 
helps to reduce the carbon footprint. Children who successfully complete a walk to/from school 
receive a stamp on their ‘Go for Gold’ card. Completed cards enable the children to have a free swim 
at local leisure pools, play golf or to gain entrance to some soft play areas.  
Each half term the school runs a competition to see which class group achieves the most walk to 
school stamps.  The class group that achieves the most walks to school stamps wins a mufti-day at the 
start of the following half term.   
 

5. Harvest Festival Service – Saturday 1 October 17:00 
Westcott Church of England School continues to work closely with the members of St. Mary the Virgin 
Church Westcott. This year the school will be taking part in the main Harvest Service.  The service will 
be held on Saturday 1st October at 17:00 in the Church. Following the service everyone will be 
welcome back to the school for a ‘Sharing Supper’ starting at approximately 18:00.  People attending 
the sharing supper are encouraged to make and bring a dish that can be shared with everyone. This 
may be hot or cold. Hot food can be kept warm in the schools heated trolley.  
The sharing supper was a great success last year with the parents and children using both the hall and 
Birch Class for eating.  To help plan the logistics for setting the tables the team would be grateful if you 
could indicate whether you are likely to attend the service by emailing the school office with expected 
numbers of adult and children.   I hope to see you all there. 
 

6.  Meet the PFA – Tuesday 20 September 
The school’s Parents and Friends Association (PFA) play a huge role in supporting and resourcing the 
school. In the five years that I have been a Westcott, the PFA have helped to buy reading books for 
children, purchase history resources that have been used across the school, finance a member of staff 
to complete the forest school training as well as purchasing a changing shed and resources and the 
staging in the church. Most recently the PFA have helped contribute to the 10% building costs incurred 
by the school for phase 1 and phase 2 of the building project.  The have also purchased two sturdy 
benched for the children to sit at and use for lessons as well as lunches. 
On Tuesday 20th September the PFA would like to welcome everyone back to school by inviting parents 
and carers to come and meet members of the committee and join them for some tea and cakes after 
school and after clubs in the church. 
 

7. School Photographs – Friday 7th  October 
On the afternoon of Friday 7th October the children will have their individual photographs taken. The 
children with siblings in school that afternoon will also have their photographs together.  The 
photographer will be able to stay for a short period of time after school should parents wish to bring 



 

 
 

 

 

 

other children to be photograph and for any Nursery Parents who wish to bring their child back into 
school to be photographed. 
 

8. Parent Helpers 
We would very much welcome any parents, grandparents, aunts or uncles etc. who would like to 
become helpers in our classrooms.  It is a great way to see what the children actually do whilst at 
school as well as volunteering your support.  To become a Helper you will need to have a DBS Check 
carried out or already hold one for Bucks County Council. If you are interested please speak to the 
school office or let your child’s teacher know. 
 

9. 48 Hour Rule for Sickness and Diarrhea 
I would like to remind parents and carers of the school’s policy concerning sickness and diarrhea illness.  
If children have been unfortunate to pick up a bug that they must remain at home until they are 48 
hours clear of symptoms from their last incident.  This is to stem the spread of the bug and to try to 
prevent other children and staff becoming ill.    
 

10. Parent’s phonics and Grammar, Punctuation and Spellings (GPS) evening – Thursday 29 
September 

Last year the teachers all attended training on the teaching of and delivery of phonics and GPS.  This 
has resulted in the staff spending time looking at our current practices and making changes to our 
existing format.  The teaching of phonics is extended through the whole school especially when looking 
at spelling patterns.  
 
To help keep parents up to date with these methods and the way we deliver phonics/GPS. On 
Thursday 29th September we will be holding an information evening where we will introduce phonics, 
how we teach this and how the system progresses to teaching spelling patterns used in all year groups. 
Due to the number of children at the school we will run the meetings at 3:30pm and repeat the session 
at 7:00pm.  We will also be looking at Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling, how this is taught across 
the school.  We will be letting parents know how we will keep you informed of where your child is and 
how you can support them at home.  Following this guidance for learning spellings will be put into the 
school’s website www.westcott.bucks.sch.uk and included in the children’s homework books.  I hope 
you can make one of the sessions. 
 

11.  Payments to School  
Please can we remind all parents that all payments must come into school in an envelope. This is to 

protect the children and the classroom staff from handling payments directly.  Please feel free to re-

use old envelopes – as long as there is room to clearly state who the payment is from, what it is for and 

that it can be sealed properly with sellotape etc. We will be investigating the possibility of a cashless 

payment system for the school.  These should be given to the office via the Red Letter Box outside the 

office door. 

 

http://www.westcott.bucks.sch.uk/


 

 
 

 

 

 

12. Macmillan Coffee Afternoon – Friday 30 September 
 

On Friday 30th September from 14:00 the school will be hosting a coffee afternoon in aid of the 
MacMillan Cancer Support.  The children will be baking in the days leading up to this and we would 
encourage parents and cares to help as best they can to support this wonderful charity, whether this is 
through attending the event, donating a cake or sparing some of your time.  Some of the children from 
Years 5 and 6 will be taking orders and helping to serve the cakes.  

 
13. KS2 Sports 

After a successful couple of years of the children in Year 6 participating in joint sporting mornings with 
other small school, we as a cluster group have decided to expand the opportunities to all of our Year 
5/6 children.  In order to make this happen we have deicide to plan a morning of sport during the first 
half of each term where the children can all get together.  The same format will be applied to the 
children in years 3/4 for the second half of each term.   
 
Combining the children for each school we bring approximately 50 children in each year together.  
Managing up to 100 children on a single site will not be possible so two separate schools will host the 
morning simultaneously. On the 7th October the children in Year 5 will be attending a hockey morning 
at Marsh Gibbon CE School, while the children in Year 6 will be attending a hockey morning at Twyford 
CE School.  On the 4th November children in Year 3 will be attending a hockey morning at Twyford CE 
School while children in Year 4 will be attending a hockey at Padbury CE School.    
 
Previously, we have minimised the cost of the sporting events by asking parents to assist with the 
transportation of the children. More details and permission forms in due course. 
 

14. Design and Technology – Early Years (Oak Class) 
Every year we ask that children that are new to the school in Nursery and Reception (Oak Class) 
contribute a voluntary donation of £5 towards DT.  This money is used to purchase ingredients to 
enable the Early Years children to participate in cooking.  Please forward your voluntary contribution in 
an envelope to school office with your child’s name on it. 
 

15. Food Bank Friday 
For those that are new to the school, we would like you to be aware that we hold a Food Bank Friday 
usually once each half term where we ask families to donate non-perishable grocery items which we 
pass onto the Vineyard Storehouse in Aylesbury to help them support families in our area who are in 
need of a little extra support.  Our Food Bank Friday for this half term will be on 7th  October.  We ask 
that in that week you include an extra item in your week’s shopping to bring into school.  This could be 
a tin, jar or packet food item such as pasta, cereal, cooking sauces, vegetables, tea, coffee but the 
Storehouse also require toilet rolls, toiletries, laundry & cleaning products.  We have had a fantastic 
response since we introduced the scheme and we hope that this support will continue. 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

16. Getting Messy 
Please could we ask for donations of old newspapers for us to use to cover tables etc. when we are 
doing something messy.  Also donations of old shirts that could be used by our Year 5 & 6 children to 
protect their clothes when doing something messy.  That would be really useful.   
 

17. Dates  
Tuesday 20 September 2016   Meet the PFA at Westcott Church from 3:15pm 
Tuesday 27 September 2016   Mobile Library visit for KS2 
Thursday 29 September 2016   Parents Phonics and GPS Information Evening 
Friday 30 September 2016   2pm Macmillan Coffee Afternoon 
Saturday 1 October2016   5pm Harvest Festival Service at Westcott Church 
Thursday 6 October 2016   Year 1, 2 & 3 Flu Vaccination Nurse in school 
Friday 7 October 2016   Hockey morning Y5 @Marsh Gibbon & Y6 @ Twyford 
Friday 7 October 2016   1:30 pm School Photographer Visit 
Friday 7 October 2016    Food Bank Friday 
Tuesday 11 October 2016   Mobile Library visit for KS2 
Thursday 13 October 2016   Open Morning for 2017 entry into Nursery & Reception 
Friday 21 October 2016   3:15pm Break up for Autumn Half Term  
Monday 31 October 2016   INSET day – no pupils in school 
Tuesday 1 November 2016   08:45am School re-opens. 
Thursday 3 November 2016   Open Morning for 2017 entry into Nursery & Reception 
Friday 4 November 2016   Hockey morning Y3 @ Twyford & Y4 @ Padbury 
Sunday 6 November 2016   9:30am Church Café 
Tuesday 8 November 2016   Mobile Library visit for KS2 
Tuesday 22 November 2016   Mobile Library visit for KS2 
Friday 2 December 2016   Food Bank Friday 
Tuesday 6 December 2016   Mobile Library visit for KS2 
Sunday 18 December 2016   Carols by Candle Light at Westcott Church 
Tuesday 20 December 2016   Mobile Library visit for KS2 
Tuesday 20 December 2016   3:15pm Break up for Christmas Holidays. 
Wednesday 4 January 2017   INSET day – no pupils in school 
Thursday 5 January 2017   8:45am School re-opens 
 


