
 

 

 

 

Computing Policy 
 
Introduction 
 
Computing is the handling and processing of information using electronic 
devices. The profile of computing has risen dramatically and is now seen as 
an integral part of the curriculum. To prepare the children for their role in a 
world that revolves around technology they should be given opportunities to 
become familiar with a range of information technologies and to develop the 
skills to use them, including programming. They should also be given the 
advantage of the opportunities that ICT provides to support learning in other 
areas. 
 
Aims 
 
At Westcott our aims in computing are to:- 
 

• stimulate interest, confidence and pleasure in new technologies. 
• develop computing capability, including their knowledge and 

understanding of the importance of information and of how to select 
and prepare it. 

• provide all pupils with their National Curriculum entitlement. 
• develop their ability to apply their IT capability and computing to 

support their use of language and communication, and their learning in 
other areas. 

• explore their attitudes towards computing, its values for themselves, 
others and 
society, and their awareness of its advantages and limitation. 
 

Organisation of computing within curriculum 
 
Computing activities can be either:- 

• focussing primarily on the development of computing capability and on 
the skills, knowledge and understanding of another subject. For 
example linked with Mathematics, English, Science, Geography etc.* 
using ICT but focusing primarily on the development of skills, 
knowledge and understanding of another subject . For example the 
Internet for Topic research or an Encyclopaedia Programme for 
reference. 
 

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

Computing creates opportunities to handle:- 

• text, images and videos 
• numbers and graphs 
• instructions 
• sound and music 
• programming and debugging software 

 

and to process information by:- 

• organising and reorganising 
• storing and retrieving 
• presenting and communicating 
• printing 

 
Planning 
 
Computing opportunities are planned into every lesson. Specific time is 
dedicated to Computing enabling the children to use laptops and digital/video 
cameras. These sessions tie in with the class topics. Planning relates to the 
Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, National Curriculum for Key 
Stages 1 and 2. 
 
Children in the Early Years follow the computing elements covered in the 
specific area under Understanding of the World. 
 
Children in Years 1 and 2 follow the requirements of the Key Stage 1 
curriculum. 
 
Children in Years 3 to 6 follow the requirements of the Key Stage 2 
curriculum. 
 
Planning is the responsibility of each teacher who will build on the medium 
term plan by taking account of the needs of the children in a particular class 
and will identify the way in which ideas might be taught to the children in 
each class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Progression 
 
Progression in computing occurs where pupils acquire new skills as a 
response to the needs of an activity. The consolidation of these skills, in a 
range of contexts, together with discussion and reflection on their 
effectiveness, leads to IT capability. The aim is for the children to get a 
variety of computing experiences each year. 
 
To ensure that children make progress in IT, teaching should promote 
opportunities for children to progress: 
 

• from using single forms of information to combining different types of 
information, matching the form of presentation to the audience and 
what is being communicated. 

• from personal use if ICT to using computing to meet the needs of, and 
communicate with, others. 

• from using ICT to repeat and enrich what could be done without 
computing.  

• from using everyday languages to describing work with computing with 
an increasing use of technical vocabulary and ways of recording. from 
personal use of computing in a few areas to understanding a wider 
range of uses of 

• computing and the consequences of the uses for themselves, their 
work and others. 

• from using computing to address a single task to addressing more 
complex Issues, and balancing conflicting needs and criteria. 

• from organising information as separate items to organising 
information in sequences and more complicated, interactive 
structures. 

• from initial exploration of ideas and patterns to mote systematic us of 
computing for analysis and design. 

 
Classroom organisation 
 
It is important that all children have regular access to the computer and other 
IT devices. 
 
Many programmes are enhanced when children work with one or more 
children as they work at the keyboard. It should be a natural part of their work 
in class, with each subject being supported where possible with the computer. 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Special Educational Needs 
 
Children with SEN will also benefit greatly from the use of computing to 
develop their IT capability and can also benefit in other ways . Children with 
specific learning difficulties can use IT as a means of supporting writing and 
as a catalyst for developing their English and Mathematics skills. IT can 
successfully hold the attention of the children with emotional and behavioural 
difficulties and for some children with sensory or physical impairment IT may 
be the means by which they gain access to the curriculum. 
 
Equal opportunities 
 
All children, whatever their background, race, ability or gender will receive 
their full entitlement to use IT capabilities. 
 
The role of the Co-ordinator 
 
It is responsibility of the IT Co-ordinator to ensure that a positive attitude to IT 
within the school and that new software is evaluated and made available to 
the school. The IT Coordinator will help with the choice of software, initial 
training in its use and will act as backup in case of difficulties. The IT 
Cordinator will be kept up to date on IT matters through courses and links 
with the IT centre and support. Through INSET increased competence with 
the computers will be promoted. 
 
Review and Evaluation 
 
The effectiveness of the policy and any necessary updates in procedure and 
resources should be undertaken regularly but in line with the School 
Development Plan. 


