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“From our first visit to Westcott (School) I instantaneously felt a connection with this small village 

school. 

Whether it was the warm and welcoming environment that greeted us at the door, the beautiful school 

itself or the mud hut at the front, something really struck a chord with me and transported me back to 

the wonderful childhood memories I have of my own primary school experience. 

The Forest School initiative was only just underway when we made our initial visit to the school, many 

months before we would visit again on horseback. 

In the designated site, clearing of the area had got underway.  What was so apparent to us, even from 

that day was the involvement from the local community that this project has received.  This was not 

something that had been contained within the boundaries of the school but had overflowed into the 

homes and hearts of the parents and the local villagers as well. 

The idea of a forest school is one that I think should be championed by every school that can.  It takes 

learning, that can sometimes be difficult to grasp as a young child or, dare I say a little dull to the 

brain of a four-year-old, to a new environment where they can interact with nature and learn things in 

a new, more exciting surrounding, 

The new learning environment was so noticeable when we came back on that day in September, with 

the area transformed into a space where the children could sit, sometimes round a small bonfire, and 

listen to their teacher, learn how to use tools in a safe and effective manner, or have a well-deserved 

play during break.  Some of my fondest memories of primary school were when we played in the woods 

making our own adventures and certainly not being held back by health and safety. 

This is what I see, when I think and look at what the forest school is.  For right now it is helping give 

these children the fun and rewarding education that every child deserves, but it is also creating lasting 

memories for them that they will look back on with such joy. 

The biggest credit to your school however, are the pupils themselves.  We were so overwhelmed by our 

welcome on the ride, with smiling faces, waves and banners, it may be the closest we’ll ever feel to 

being a celebrity! But what really emphasised the beneficial effects of the forest school was when the 

children led Carolyn [The High Sheriff of Buckinghamshire] off hand-in-hand to show her the area of 

their school that they loved the most. 

The work that you are doing at this school is something that you should be enormously proud of, which 

is why we wanted to give you this award today in recognition of all the effort and hard work that goes 

into achieving what you have.” 

	  


